Fund-raising Ideas

The key to doing fund-raisers for Habitat is education. Every person who fund-raises for a Habitat house should be able to explain what Habitat is and that the funds they collect go toward a building a decent, affordable house in partnership with a local family.  It is important to explain this project to people in the community so they will understand where their money is going.

Events should be well publicized as fund-raisers for Habitat for Humanity. People will be much more interested in giving/attending an event if they are aware it will benefit Habitat

NOTE: Events can be very expensive and labor-intensive to produce. Make sure the event you choose will bring in enough profit to make it worth the effort and expense.  The following events are safe enough for people under the age of 16 as well as those over 16.

Letter-writing Campaign   This is perhaps the most effective fund-raiser. Have volunteers send a letter to everyone they know who will recognize their name and ask for a reasonable donation. A personal, handwritten letter is the most effective. Educate the person about both Habitat and the person’s/group’s role in the project.
Change Drive  Young people go around their neighborhoods asking for change to build a youth house with Habitat. If there are many people/groups to work with, make it a competition! The winning group/classroom gets a pizza party or a similar prize. (Note: A chaperone is recommended for younger children.)
Coin Boxes   Order coin boxes from Habitat for Humanity International. Send them home with participating youth and have the youth and their families collect their change. Have the youth turn in their coin boxes once per month. One affiliate averages $36 per coin box per month!
Trick-or-treating for Change   A holiday spin-off of the change drive: Go "trick-or-treating" for change on Halloween night. Make sure you publicize this event beforehand with posters reading “Halloween for Habitat” or something similar.
Pumpkin Patch   Sell pumpkins at a local church, or other visible place, for Halloween. Go to www.pumpkinsusa.com to order pumpkins and materials.
T-shirt Design Contest   Have young people submit Habitat for Humanity T-shirt designs. Get the printing of the winning shirt donated and sell the shirts to raise money for the house.
Christmas/Valentine's Day Cards   Have holiday card-making parties using sponges and paints to decorate cards. Sell the cards at key holidays.
Number-guessing Contests with Prizes   This is easy to do at any religious institution, community center or local business. “How many jelly beans in the jar?” is one of the cheaper and simpler versions of this. At a gathering of people, have the prizes donated and charge 25¢-$1 per guess. A few easy suggestions:
• Make it seasonal: How many seeds in the pumpkin? How many candy hearts in the jar?

• Make it Habitat-oriented: One student made a miniature house in shop class and filled it with M&Ms. Students and staff at his school paid $1 to guess how many M&Ms were in the house. The winner received a $25 gift certificate to a nearby mall.

Sales   Sell goods for Habitat: candy, fruit, carnations, flowers, cookbooks, etc.
Sign a Stud   At a gathering of people, have people make a donation, register for prizes and sign a stud that will go in the next house. Ask for a donation that at least covers the cost of the stud, if not more. You can also have people decorate the studs for a higher donation. It is best to have some way to show off the artwork if the studs are being decorated.
Adopt a Plant   Acquire flowering plants to be adopted by individuals for a $2-5 donation. Choose a price that at least covers the cost of the plant. Then plant the plants in the yards of Habitat houses.
Raffle   Get local businesses to donate the prizes.  Have the drawing at a social event.
Birdhouse Auction   Have people build and decorate their own birdhouses. Display the birdhouses at a local business or church. Later, auction them at a local arts festival, community event or other gathering.
Spaghetti Dinner/Pancake Breakfast   Have the food donated or buy it in bulk and have young people, adults or other volunteers cook. Have the meal in an easily accessible location. Consider handing out personal invitations in classrooms, meetings, etc., as a form of publicity. Charge $5-10 per meal.
Rubber Ducky Race   Sell rubber duckies for $2-5 per ducky and race them down a river. The winner receives a donated prize (like a DVD player). Make sure you have nets to catch the duckies at the end of the race. Use a waterproof marker to number the duckies clearly and assign people’s names to a number as the duckies are purchased. Owners can clearly see the numbers and can cheer for their duckies, and the duckies can also be reused the next year. Make sure you advertise extensively before the race to get the word out. Add to the competition by getting groups such as sports teams, families, grade levels, Sunday school classes, etc., to buy teams of duckies and compete with one another for a group prize.
Gingerbread House Building Contest   Obtain materials for making gingerbread houses such as gingerbread or graham crackers, frosting, candy, etc. Hold a house building and decorating contest in which young people pay an entrance fee for a team of three people. Have a panel of judges determine the best three designs and plan to display them in a central location for the week following the contest.
Play/Concert   Charge a fee for attendance at a concert or play that your group regularly performs. If possible, go up and down the aisles with wheelbarrows at intermission asking for donations. Make an announcement in the playbill, at the beginning of the show and/or before intermission so people will know that the proceeds of the event will go to build a Habitat house. Several youth groups have held successful “Battle of the Band” events—one group raised almost $5,000 by hosting bands from rival high schools and selling tickets.
Talent Show   Have auditions. Ticket sales benefit the Habitat house.
Student Art Show   Proceeds from both admission and artwork sales go to the Youth United house.
“Facts” Bee   Have young children memorize facts about Habitat and poverty housing. At a PTA meeting or other gathering of parents and/or community members, for every $5 donation given, a different child gets to approach the microphone and tell his or her fact. What parent could stand their child not being given the chance to share the fact they had worked so hard to memorize (or read)?
Three–on-three Basketball Tournament   Adults and kids can sign up with three to a team. Charge $15-20 per team to enter the tournament. Sell drinks/popcorn at the game to supplement the funds.
Senior Citizen “High Tea”   Hold a "high tea" event at a senior center. Charge admission and have volunteers bake items or get them donated. This is a great way to get people of different ages to socialize.
Volleyball Marathon   Sponsor a fund-raiser in which young people agree to play volleyball for 72 hours. Encourage community members to challenge the group to a game and to sponsor the venture.
Any Athletic Event   Make any athletic event a competitive fund-raiser by matching Parents vs. Kids, Parents vs. Teachers or Teachers vs. Students. Choose a competition that will draw attention. Charge a fee for attendance. If you have educated attendees well and they have bought into your project, you can also take up a collection at the game. Consider finding an individual, group or organization that will match whatever you raise for the day.
Chicken Finger Eating Contest   Have a local chicken restaurant donate chicken fingers for the contest. The participants should have people/companies sponsor them a certain amount for every chicken finger devoured. (In one competition, Marriott Food Service donated 600 chicken fingers, the winner received a trophy for eating 46 chicken fingers and the endeavor raised more than $2,000.)
Habitat Playhouse   Build a playhouse to be raffled off at a local home show or community gathering. See if a local hardware store will donate or discount the building materials. (One group in Geaugh County, OH raised more than $30,000 by building and auctioning playhouses.)
Parents' Night Out   Have your group charge a certain amount per child or per family or per hour for babysitting.  Have a designated place and hours for group baby-sitting.
'Souper' Bowl Dinner   Hold a soup dinner around the time of the Super Bowl. One group sold potato soup in homemade glazed bowls made by local high school students and artisans.
Mardi Gras Dance   Host a dance and costume contest. Get local restaurants to donate prizes for the costume contest.
Community-based Musical   Organize and present a Broadway show with singing, dancing and skits. Either adapt a normal musical to have a Habitat theme or write your own. If you choose to use a musical as-is, make sure you have someone come onstage before and after the show to talk about Habitat. Encourage homeowners to attend. The homeowners in Talbot County, Md., earn sweat-equity hours for being part of the musical. They also sing a Habitat song, “Habitat Angel,” at the end of the show every year. This adds continuity and the community loves it.
Fun Run   Organize a 5K fun run. Attract participants from high school track teams, running clubs and fitness centers. Runners are charged an entrance fee and prizes can include T-shirts and hammers.
Habitat Tea   Invite seven people for tea with a university president or other popular figure. Each invitee donates $10. Those people then ask six people to their house for tea, and each of the six give $10; those six each invite five people for tea, and so on.
Christmas Turkeys   One group raised $11,389 selling smoked turkeys for the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons. They bought the turkeys at cost from a local grocery store and then smoked them.
Shantytown   Educate other community members about substandard housing while raising funds for a Habitat house. Build a shantytown in a visible location. At one university, two large "houses" were built out of cardboard and duct tape in the middle of the busiest quad on campus during homecoming week. Students lived in these houses for six days to increase awareness of inadequate housing and poverty and to collect donations.
Alternative Gift Fair   People donate money to charities in the name of their friends and family members as a holiday gift. Send out holiday cards to the gift recipients telling them of the donation.
Bike Through the Summer   Organize a bike route, get a group together and ask for sponsors. Students from more than a dozen colleges spent 63 days riding across North America to raise $100,000 for Habitat.
Jail and Bail   Fourteen community leaders, the student body president and others are approached two weeks before the event and are asked to raise $500 to bail themselves out before being “arrested.” 
Silent Auction   Ask for donations, find a place to display them and publicize a two-hour silent auction.  One school asked students to donate their art projects at the end of the semester. They then held a silent auction for pottery, photographs and paintings, and provided refreshments.
House Component Sale   Breakdown the components of the house (paint, framing, drywall, landscaping, etc.) and have different groups be responsible for financing their specific component of the house.
If old enough, the groups can then be a part of the building day that involves their component.

'One Hit Club'   Give people the opportunity to hammer a nail in a board for 25¢-$1. If someone hammers the nail completely in the board in one hit, their name is added to the famous "One Hit Club" that gets celebrated publicly. This is a great event for carnivals or other gatherings.
Brick by Brick   Sell cardboard bricks that are used to build a cardboard replica of a house. Contributors purchase a cardboard brick, sign their names and donate it to the cardboard house. Find a prominent place to build the house where contributors can be recognized.
Lego™ Houses   Give Legos™ out to different groups in a school, church or after-school program and have each group build a house. Display the houses and have people vote on the best ones by putting money in a jar in front of each house. Provide recognition for the winners.
Shares   Sell "shares" of the house. Prices can vary from $5 to $25, depending on target group.  Each "shareholder" receives a certificate of "stock appreciation." Invite all shareholders to an appreciation luncheon where they can see a presentation about the house building and are able to make a pledge for next year’s house.
Puzzle House   Form a puzzle in the shape of a house. Every time $50 (or any increment you want) is raised by your school, group or organization, add a piece to the puzzle.
Pink Flamingos   Purchase a bunch of pink flamingo lawn decorations. Make a list of people in your community who would be interested in your group’s goal. Pick the name of a good-humored person from your list and plant all of the flamingos in his or her yard with an announcement introducing your group, explaining why you are raising money, and offering to remove the flamingos for a donation of $10. Clearly express your appreciation and mention that larger donations will be accepted. For an additional $10, they can choose another person’s yard that they would like to have “flamingoed.” For $10 more they can also buy “flamingo insurance” guaranteeing that their yard will be flamingo-free throughout the duration of the fund-raiser.
Church Presentations   Presentation should be done by someone knowledgeable about Habitat:
1. Set up a time to speak to youth in front of the congregation during a service on Sunday.

2. Bring all of the youth to the front of the church and ask them questions about their homes. (Do you have your own room? Is there a stove in your house to cook with? Etc.).

3. Explain what Habitat is and how their church is involved in Habitat’s mission. If possible, tell a story about a child living in an unsafe house and how hard it was for him/her.

4. Tell youth and parishoners how they can get involved with Habitat. Have a sign-up sheet, information sheets about Habitat, pledge cards and all other materials available for parishioners leaving the church.  It can be a very powerful experience for parents to hear their children explain their living situation compared to those living in substandard housing. Parishioners will leave the service educated about Habitat and knowing that they have given to a worthy cause.
